Swedish LAG looking for partners for cooperation

Local high quality food production and youth involvement are the themes

LAG: Leader Vastra Malardalen
(The western part of the valley of Lake Malaren)

Population: 43 500
Land surface: 1140 km?

Description of the area and our priorities

Our area is predominantly a large plain of arable land. The part of our territory which not is
arable land is hard wood forests or spruce. In the coniferous forests there are some peat
mosses and mires. It is a landscape with a mosaic of big variations. The climate is favourable
and due to the big lake Malaren the spring is a little bit earlier in the area than in the
surroundings on higher ground.

Koping is the biggest town in the Leader area and it is dominated of manufacturing industry.
The town of Arboga is smaller and was historically dominated by defence industry. Both the
towns are during the last 10 years experiencing a process of a restructure of the business
fabric since many the larger manufacturing companies have been cutting down or even
closing.

The agriculture in the area is active and thriving but has also gone through some tough
rationalisations. There is, for instance, only a small amount of diary farms still active in the
area, which in turn affects the landscape due to the lack of grassing animals.

We have noticed an increased demand for locally produced food. It has become one of our
priority areas. Another priority area and an important target group is youth. In the LAG we
have reserved four seats for individuals with the age under 20 years. This is probably unique
in the whole country.

With this short description we are looking for a Leader area in Europe interested in
cooperation about at least one of the above mentioned priority areas. To develop a
cooperation plan we are planning to make a study trip in spring 2010 (maybe in the end of
March) if we by this announcement through the ENRD Contact Point can find a matching
Leader area willing to receive us.

Best regards
Ander Johansson
LAG manager



Omradet bestar till stor del av uppodlad slatt. De delar av omradet som inte ar uppodlat
tacks antingen av granskog eller adellovskog. Smarre myrstrak forekommer i
barrskogsomradena. Landskapet dr mosaikartat med stora detaljvariationer.Klimatet ar
gynnsamt med bl. a. nagot tidigare var an omgivande regioner.

Koéping som ar den i Leaderomrddet storsta staden ar starkt praglad av tillverkningsindustri.
Den mindre staden Arboga har tidigare dominerats av forsvarsindustri. Bada staderna ar
under stark omvandling da de stora foretagen sedan 10 ar tillbaka har borjat lamna omradet.

| omradet finns ett aktivt och levande lantbruk. Som pa de flesta stéllen i Sverige har dven
lantbruket genomgatt dramatiska forandringar. Det finns snart bara en handfull mjolkgardar
kvar vilket givetvis ocksa paverkar landskapet da det ar brist pa betande djur.

Vi marker dock en 6kande efterfragan pa lokalt producerade livsmedel. Detta ar ocksa ett
av Leader Vastra Malardalens prioriterade omraden. Ett annat for oss viktig omrade och
malgrupp ar ungdomar. LAG har fyra platser vikta for unga under 20 ar — med detta torde
vi vara unika i landet.

Med denna beskrivning soker vi ett eller Leaderomraden i Europa att utveckla ett samarbete
med. LAG avser att under varen (slutet av mars 2010) att gora en studieresa om vi via
Contactpoint hittar ett omrade att samarbeta ned som dessutom har mojlighet att ta emot
oss da.

Vanliga halsningar
Ander Johansson
Verksamhetsledare



